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PREFACE. 


. 


HI Pamphlet being wrote 
in V indication of Mr. Hoad- 


ly, there may be ſome weak enough 
o imagine Him the Patron of it, 


and then load Him with the rar 


dal of every Opinion to which they 
are pleas'd to give a hard Name. 


In Juſtice to whom, I thought fit to 


declare „ that I have the Mr 1sfor - 


A 2 tune 


The PRIWF AJ. 
tune to be an Abſolute Stranger to 
Him; and am alone Accountable 
por all the Faults of it. And that 
I ſhould never have attempted to 

; | have ſaid one Word in Defence of 
o Great a Maſter of Reaſon, had 

I not thought the Letter Him 

1 beneath his Notice, and yet proper 
| toe anſwer a, |; CE CRP 
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Letter to M HOADLY, 
2% ENTITULED, > 


Wh! Faith and Obedience, 


AVING lately read a Letter to Mr. 
.Hoadly, entituled, Faith and Obedience. 
I thought it juſt worth an idle Man's 

| while, to throw away .a few Hours in 

examining the Power of it: With no "mM Hopes, 
I confeſs, of convincing any Man of a contrar7 
Opinion; but to entertain my ſelf, and thoſe For- 

_ tunate Men who are as unconcern d in the World as 


Lam, ww 


ad. 
— m Sn 


— 


| £21 
I am not A very old Fellow, and yet have read 
and obſerv'd enough of Mankind, to be convinced, 
that that Man wants not Pride nor Stupidity , who 
believes he can demonſtrate any Propoſition to be 
true to One, * inclined to the contrary; or 
can entertain himſelf with any rational Ho pes of 
bringing a ſtiff Opponent. to ſubmit to what he calls 
Reaſon. y | . 
The Practice of the World ſhews the Folly of 

ſuch an Expectation; for, though perhaps the 1 
Perſon may think that falſe to Day, which he foadly 
imagin'd he could convince the World of the Trut 
of Yeſterday ; and that tis no uncommon thing to 
ſee us Mortal Men put off our Opinions with our 
Tempers and Circumſtances in the World; yet if 
you tell a Man that he ought to be of yourOpinion, 
that you have produced ſtrong Reaſons againſt him, 
much more if you endeavour to Storm Pim out of 
his Hypotheſis ; he'll do by it as the Traveller by his 
Cloak, when powerfully aſſaulted by the Wind, 
hold it ſo much the faſter. | 

The very Arguments made uſe of by one again 
another, ſo proud a Creature is Man ! are oft a pre- 
vailing Motive to preſerve that Opinion , which 
had he been left to himſelf, and not told that he was 
in the wrong,hewould have thrown away for their 

Abſurdity. | : 

Things ſtanding thus, all J ſhall do is to conſider 
the Manner of this Author's writing, and the Na- 
ture and Force of his Arguments, and leave it to eve- 
ry Man to divert himſelf with, or if he pleaſe, to 
judge who's in the right, He or Mr. Hoadly. 

In the Introduction to this Letter, the Author, 
to aggrandize himſelf, and ſnew forth his wonder- 
full Proweſs, tells you his Adverſary Mr. Hoadly'is a 

Giant, and himſelf (with very great Appearance 


.of Truth too, ſome ſay) but a Dwarf in Divinity : - 


That 


> 


L 3 ] 
That this new Goliab, though clad with a Head- 
piece of Braſs, and Span of Infidelity (an inviſible 
one, I ſuppoſe, ) and in this terrible Poſture come 
forth to defy the Truth, and arraign the Wiſdom 
of God, is yet by this Hero of a Dwarf challeng d 
| oa ſingle Combat. _ | 
| In Page 10. To ſhew that his great Reading is e- 
| qual to his Wit, he tells us, that the Original Truth 
of Mr. Hoadly's Syſtem is recorded in, the Archives 
of a People in Terra Auſtral; incognita, for 4 
Copy of which, Mr. Hoadly bas ſent a Meſſenger, &c. 
uch more of theſe Academic Trifles and this Pedan- 
tichyit, you'll find diſpers d up and down the Letter; 
together with many beautiful Compliments, and 
good ſtore of moſt Gentleman-like Rhetoric beftow'd 
on Mr. Headly ; as when he tells him, he's inſpir'd 
2 Devil: That be ſtands upon a cloven Foot: That 
's a Miniſter of Satan; a Miſcuiding Teacher and blind 


l Beſides all this, that you may be left without Ex- 


cuſe, and that it may appear he has got the Victo 

over this Mighty Reaſoner, ( as he calls Mr. Hhadly) 

Fou have whole Pages of moſt pious Declamation, 

8 with now and then a ſhort Prayer to this or the, 

like Effect, That God of bis infinite Mercy would deli- 

ver this poor People from the Contagion of that Arch- He- 
retic Hoadley's Doctrine. 


a 9 Sometimes you'll find the Author confounded 


and aſtoniſh'd beyond Meaſure , crying out in the _ 
Anguiſh of his Heart, For God's ſake, Mr. Hoadly, 
conſider what you do ! Bleſſed God! Good God! That 
evera Miniſter of the Holy Goſpel ſhould tell the 
A 29 that they have Rights and Privileges, and 
ought to defend them. A Crime u 


7 rdonable \ T1 
owl alſo meet with Varie of grave and 
wiſe Queſtions put to Mr. Hoadly: As for Example. 
Sir, have you an immediate Revelation from God to 
contradict the Catholick Church of Chriſt in ſo Fundamen- 
tel an Article? Or, — 


L 4 ] - 
Reverend Sir, can you ſhew any Caſe that ever haps - 
pen d in the World, or ever poſſible to happen, wherein it 
was or may be lawful to Reſiſt God, by any fair Gon» 
ſtruction from the Goſpel 2% e 

Ah, Mr. Queriſt! did you think by theſe cnn- 
ning Queſtions to enſnare the good Man, and 
make the World judge him worthy of your Wreath 
of Hemp, pagers for all Teachers of Rebellion? 
If you did, Em almoſt confident Mr. Hoadly will 
out-wit you, and declare to all the World that 
tts not lawful in any Caſe to Refiſt God; or at leaſt 
that He that is ſo fool-hardy, -will in all probability 
loſe by ſo daring an Attempt. | a 
He that has Patience to read this Letter through, 
will find that theſe Queſtions, Exclamations, Me- 
taphors, and Alluſions, (the Pride of New Wri- 
ters, and Sport of Men of Senſe) together with 
Miſrepreſentations of Mr. Hoagly's Meaning, ab- 
ſurd Sentences, a very Charitable and Chriſtian 
Charge of Infidelity upon him for interpreting a 
Text of Scripture in ſuch a manner as he don't Hike; 
the bare Appearance of Two Arguments, and a 
dark confus d unintelligible Syſtem of his own, 

makes up the Sum Total of it. he | 

| Having thus taken aView of the Manner in which 
this Gentleman is pleas'd to write Letters, I ſhall - 
now conſider. the Weight of what he'd fain have 
paſs for TWO Arguments, ' 7 [IE . 

The One is taken from that Compendium of the To- 
ries New Teſtament, the 13th to the Romans. The 


other from the Providence of God. 5 
He ſays, that the Genuine Senſe of the beginning 
of that Chapter, is abſolute Obedience to all the Com- 
- mands of Supreme Governors, not contrary to the 
Laus of God; with an Obligation to ſuffer What 
Penalties they think fit to inflict upon you, for not 
yielding Obedience to thoſe Commands which are 


directly 


L 


LS] 
directly repugnant to the Laws of God, and the 
Reaſon 2 Happinef of Men. FRO 

Now this Tory Interpretation being ſo contrary 
to the Nature and Reaſon of Mankind, ſo directly 
oppoſite to thoſe Proviſions for our own Safety and 
1 which God himſelf has directed us to, 
and enjoyn d us to make uſe of; ought to be very 

well ſecured before tis admitted by one that deſerves 
the Name of 4 Man: And yet this Author don't of- 
fer one Argument to prove this to be the Senſe of 
that Place of Scripture; but, that Obedience to 
Magiſtrates is there preſs'd in abſolute Terms; and 
that a Crowd of Fathers, and moſt Reverends, and 
Right Reverends, have been, and are of this Opi- 
nion. 

As to the Argument from Human Authority, it 
weighs nothing but with Fools and Slaves. 

Nor is this a fair Concluſion, That becauſe Obe- 
dience to Magiſtrates is ex 5d abſolutely, there- 
fore tis not lawful to Reſiſt them in any Caſe what- 
ſoever. Which I'll now endeavour to prove. 
The Scriptures, though they contain the Do- 

ctrine of God, muſt be underſtood after the ſame 
Manner as all other Ancient Books are. Thoſe 
Places that ſeem at firſt view to contradict the ge- 
neral Reaſon of Mankind, muſt be compared with 
others. The Occaſions of thoſe Forms of Speech 

muſt be conſider d: And ſuch a Senſe put upon 
them as is moſt for the Good of Mankind ; which, 
whatever ſome Ill- natur'd Men think, is always for 
the Honour of God. | 
le that is acquainted with: theſe Holy Writings, 
will find that there are variety of Places where Ab- 
ſolute Commands are delivered, and abſolute Pro- 
miſes made; all which muſt neceſſarily be under- 
ſtood with Reaſonable Limitations. Servants are 


commanded to obey their Maſters, and Children 
| their 


1 
their Parents in all Things, We are commanded not 
to reſiſt evil, or the evil Man: To ſwear not at all. 
And yet what Man is there of common Under- 
ſtanding who will-venture to ſay that Children are 


obliged to obey their Parents in all poſſible Caſes ; or 
that we may not in ſome Inftances reſiſt evil, and do- 


fend our ſelves againſt Private Injuries 2 Who, be- 


ſides a Quaker, will ſay tis not lawful to ſ2vear be- 
fore a Magiſtrate for a more ſolemn Confirmation of 
the Truth, tho' Chriſt himſelf has faid , Sear not 
at all? So that tho' this Text im the Romans had 
 faid, Obey the Supreme Power on Earth in all Things, 
and he that 5 all receive Damnation; yet by a Pa- 
rity of Reaſon, it would not have prov'd, that there 
might not be ſome Caſes put, in which "twas not lawful 
to obey him, or in which he might not be reaſona- |} 
bly Reſiſted. | 

Beſides this, there's one Conſideration which I 
think will ſufficiently clear the Senſe of this Text; 
and that is, that great Numbers of the Primitive 
Chriſtians had enfertain'd Two falſe and Enthuſi- 
aſtical Opinions ; one of which was , That no 
Subjection was due in point of Conſcience to Hea- 
then Governors. The other, That Chriſtians 
. were exempted from all Subjection to Human Go- 
vernment; and that Obedience was due to none 
but God or Chriſt. The Truth of which ſeems 
to appear from many Places in the Scriptures. Tis 
plain the Fews had drank deep of the former Noti- 
on ; and valuing themſelves upon thoſe Privileges 
which were given them, not for their own ſakes, 
but for the Benefit of the World, proudly imagin'd 
they ow'd Subjection to n Heathen Power. That 
Sect amongſt them, call'd the Herodians, received 
their Name from their eſteeming it lawful to yield 
SubjeRion, and pay Tribute to Cæſar, under whom 
Ikrod govern d. 
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The firſt Chriſtians were moſtly Fews converted, 
whoſe Prejudices, in favour of this Doctrine, Were 
increaſed by a fond Belief , that Jeſus Chriſt their 
Mefliah, who was riſen from the dead, and aſcend- 
ed into Heaven, would ſuddenly come down again 
in like manner as they ſaw him go up, and anſwer 
thoſe Expectations they had entertain'd of Him: 
Thegrand Article of which, was , That he would 
deliver them from Subje#ion to any earthly Power. 
The Truth of this appears from the Hiſtory of the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, and from the Doctrine of the 
Millenium's being an univerſal Article of Faith for 
the Two firſt Centuries. : 

"Tis plain alfo from the Epiſtles, that in Virtue 
of this Notion, believing Husbands thought them- 
ſelves releaſed from unbelieving Wives, and believ- 
ing Servants from unbelieving Mafters. The Epi- 
{tles of St. Peter and Jude inform us of a Sect of 


Chriſtians, whom Dr. Hammond and others call 


Gnoſtics , who deſpis d Government, and ſpoke evil of 
Dignities : And St. Peter preſſes them very hard, to 
be ſubject to every Ordinance of Man, whether it be to the 


King as Supreme, or unto Governors as to them ſent by 


him, for rewarding well and puniſhing evil Doers. Where 
by the way *tis worth Obſervation, that St. Peter 
commands the ſame Subjection to ſubordinate Magi- 
ſtrates as to the Supreme ; and that he calls the Of- 
fice of a King the Ordinance of Man, or a Human In- 
ſtitution. So far is it from being a Contradiction, 
(as this Author inſinuates) that a King ſhould de- 
rive his Authority from God, and the People too, 
that St. Paul ſays, The Powers that be are ordain'd of 
God; And St. Peter, That they are ordain'd by Man. 
Which Two Apoſtles are reconcileable thus ; Kings 
and all other Magiſtrates are inſtituted by Man for 


the Preſervation of the publick Happineſs ; which 


moſt uſeful Inſtitution being agreeable to the wr 
| A ok 
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of God, and anſwering the Deſigns of his Creati- 
on, he highly approves of: So that in the Scri- 
pture Style, Magiſtrates are ſaid to be ordained by 
Him ; as frequently both in the Old and New Te- 
ſtament thoſe Actions are piouſly attributed to God 
which Men do according to his Will. 

Now from theſe Conſiderations of the State of 
Chriſtians at that time, it appears very probable to 
me, that the anly Reaſon which mov'd St. Paul to 
command Chriſtians to obey Magiſtrates, not only for 
Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake, and for fear of receiv- 
ing Damnation, that is , Judgment'or Puniſhment 
from God, was, becauſe that at Rome (as the Reve- 
rend Dean of Carliſie himſelf confeſſes in his Latin 
Sermon before the London Clergy ) there were very 
many Chriſtians did not believe it to be a Duty at 
all: But he tells them tis a very great one, and 
that God will puniſh them if s don't comply 
with it. Before I take my leave of this Thought, 
I can't forbear obſerving how exactly our Author falls 
in with thoſe Ancient Enthuſiaſtical Heretics, and 
our Modern Fifth-Monarchy Men: For Page 21. he 
has theſe Words, Our Obedience then as Chri- 
* ſtians is due only to God by Faith in Chriſt, not 
* ro Man, by any Contract we have Power to 
* make for our ſelves.” How unguarded is this 
Expreflion ! Have not Men a Right to make Con- 
tracts with one another? And don't all Human Ju- 
ſtice depend almoſt entirely on keeping of them? 
But by his following Words one may make a hard 
ſhift to find out, that'by Man he means his Supreme 
Man, and then the Sentence will read thus ; that as 
Chriſtians, our Obedience is due only to God by 
Faith in Chriſt, not to the Supream Man by any 
Contract we have Power to make. But IT wiſh this 
Gentleman would offer a Reaſon why I m_—__ 

| make 
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make a Contract with the Supreme, and be oblig'd 
to keep it too. 2 | 
- Having thus given the Occaſion of this Exhor- 
tation of the Apoſtle's to obey Magiſtrates, I ſhall 
lay before you a Paraphraſe on the firſt 5 or.6 
Verſes, agreeable to it, and to what ſeems the natu- 
ral Import of the Words themſelves. 


Romans XIII. PARAPHRASE. 


Verſe 1ſt. Let every Ver. 1/f. Whereas both 
Soul be ſubject to the higher ' Fewiſh and Gentile Chri- 
Powers; for there ws no | ſtians have entertained a 
Power but of God; the Notion, that Subjection 
Powers that be,are ordained . is not due to any Hea- 
of God, then Powers; I who. 
wy | have Authority - from 
God, command you to 
| obey Magiſtrates, and 
yield Subjection to their 
'Laws ; for the Office of 
a Magiſtrate is the Ordi- 
nance of God. 


Verſe 2d. Whoſoever | Perſe 2d. Whoſoever 
therefore reſiſteth the Power, | therefore reſiſteth theſe 
refiſteth the Ordinance of | Magiſtrates in the Exe- 
God ; and they that reſiſt | cution of their Office,re- 


ſhall receive Damnation. ſiſteth the Ordinance of 


"God, and ſhall receive 
Puniſhment from him. 


Ver. 3d and 4th. For Verſe zd and 4th. For 
Rulers are not. a terror to | theſe Governors which I 
good Works, but to the evil; | command you to obey, 
Will you then not be afraid | are ordain'd for this ve 
of the Power, do that which end, to reward Well and 
= 42 puniſn 


good, and thou ſhalt have 
praiſe of the ſame ? 


For he is the Miniſter of 
God to thee for good ; but 
if thou do that which is 
evil, be afraid, for he 
beareth not the Sword in 
vain ; for he s a Miniſter 
of God, a Revenger to exe- 
cute Wrath on him that 
doth evil. 


Verſe 5th. Wherefore 
jon muſt needs be ſubject not 
cnly for Wrath but for Con- 
ſcience ſake. 


63”: - 
puniſhEvil Doers. Ought- 
not you Chriſtians then, 
whoſe chief Duty con- 
ſiſts in being ſerviceable 
to one another, to be 
Encouragers of this Ex- 
cellent Inſtitution 2 Do 
you but live as "Chriſt 
your Maſter commanded 
you, and you'll have no 
Occaſion to dread, but 
reverence this Power, 
whoſe Favour thereby 
you'll certainly obtain: 
for while you behave 
your ſelyes well, he is 
the Miniſter of God to 
defend you againſt the 
| Violence of unreaſona- 
ble Men ; but if you do 


* 
„ % 


| evil, you have the ſame ' 
| Reaſon with others to 


dread his Power, which 
| was given him by God 
to diſcourage all manner 
of Vice and Immoral- 


lity, | | 


Verſe. th, From all 
which it follows , that 
— are oblig d to obey 

agiſtrates, not only 
for fear of being puniſh- 
ed by them, but becauſe 
God, who has ſet them 
up to be Guardians of 
Men's Happineſs , will 


| puniſh you if you don't. 


Noe, 


ere rr 


L 119 

Note, That by Higher Powers in Verſe 1ſt are in 
all probability meant thoſe Perſons in whom any Ring- 
dom or State in the World has lodg'd the Right of Go- 
werning ; or elſe St. Paul would not have enjoyn'd a 
Duty with the Penalty of Damnation annexed, 
without explaining what he meant by Higher Pow- 
ers; but directing his Exhortation to Chriſtians in 


general, and under all forts of Government, he 


knew it was not capable of any other Meaning. 
It ſeems to me that the Interpretations which this 


Author has made for Mr. Hoadly and himſelf , ate 


diſagreeable to! St. Paul's Intention, who no way 
concerns himſelf with the Matter in debate between 
Whig and Tory ; which _ by the Reaſoning he 
makes uſe of for the enforcing the Duty of Obedi- 

ence ; which is becauſe the Magiſtrate is appointed 
for the Benefit and Security of the Subje& ; but 
when the Reaſon for the Duty ceaſes , the Duty 
does likewiſe : For , when inſtead of being the 
Miniſter of God for the Temporal Good of his 


Subjects, (which is plainly St. PauP's Meaning) he 


does all he can to deſtroy it; he is not by the Apo- 
ſtle's Reaſoning entitled to the fame Obedience. 
To what, but deep Prejudice, and an extreme Fond- 
neſs for an Opinion right or wrong, can be attri- 
buted this kind of Reaſoning, That tho' St. Paul 
exhorteth Chriſtians to obey Magiſtrates who are a 
'Terror to evil Doers, and a Praiſe to them that do 
well ; and tells them they ſhall receive Damnation 
if they reſiſt ſuch Magiſtrates , yet that he meant 
you ſhould obey thoſe, or at leaſt not reſiſt them, 
who are apparently deſigning and accompliſhing 
the Ruin of the Public, and that under Pain. of 
Damnation too. St. Paul Reaſons from the Uſe- 
fulneſs of the Office to Obedience: Theſe Men 
from the Deſtructiveneſs of it. He ſhews the Un- 
lawfulneſs of reſiſting Good Governors; 1 
a Ba 


— 


— * — ea 


l * 


4 1 
174 4 
— 


0 n Ly 
* 


e 
Bad ones. He tells us that Good Magiſtrates are 
ordain'd by God; They, the worſt of Tyrants: 
| And, which will be a Myſtery to all Ages and Ge- 
[Þ 2 to come, all this they prove from the ſame 
* St. Pa . | . | | oY = 
4 Now if any Man after what has been ſaid by Mr. 
i} Hoadly and others, and what is now offered for 
ik clearing the — of this Text, ſhall ever have 
'. . the Aſſurance to produce it in Proof of the Paſſive 
if Doctrine, and by way of Authority ſay, The 
* Powers that Be are ordained of God; and he that 

| reſiſts ſhall receive Damnation; tis my Opinion, 
that he ought to be eſteem'd by all well-bred Per- 
ſons, in the Tatler's Senſe, 4 Dead. Man. 755 


I come now to conſider his Second Argument 
againſt the Lawfulneſs of Self-defence, or reſiſting Su- 
eme Governors in any Caſe whatſoever; which is 
taken from the Doctrine of Providence; and in 
Page 37, ſtands thus, It being an irrefragable 
« Truth, that God governs the World, and diſ- 
** poſeth all Events, it ſhould ſeem to me that God's 
End and Deſign in appointing this or that Go- 
* yernor over any particular Nation, is not al- 
© ways for the Temporal Good of that Nation, 
* bur for the fulfilling his own Will. 
No Doctrine in Religion has been ſo miſtaken by 
ſome, or ſo notoriouſly abuſed by others, as this of 
Providence. It has been made the Foundation of 
all the Superſtitions and Enthuſiaſms in the World. 
Both Kings and Prieſts have in all Ages, and under 
all Religions , made it their grand Plea and Title 
to all that Tyranny, Cruelty', Inhumanity, and 
Barbarity, which they have thought fit to cxerciſe 
upon their Fellow-Creatures, for their 0», under 
the pretence of God's ſake, who has been miade the 
Patron of all Cauſes and all Parties. 15 | 
| | — 
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The Ignorance of Mankind for mary Ages 


made them an eaſy Prey to powerful Knives ; but 
the Commons of England ktiow too much, and have 


liv'd too well, to fit down content till their Liber- 


ties are gone. 


Tis high time for the Sons of Men to awake 
out of Darkneſs, ſhake off their Fetters, ind live 
free, by ſetting this Doctrine of Providence(by falſe 


| Notions of which they have been enſlaved) in ſuch 
a Light as tends. moft to the Honour of Almighty 


God, and the Good of his. Creation. 
The effectual way to which, is not to believe that 


God is the Author of any Action or Event with- 


out reaſonable Proof; or that God has commiſſion d 
any Man or Number of Men to act in his ſtead, 


till they have ſhewn their Credentials , as all True 


Miſſrenaries have done. 

Our Author's Concluſion, © from God's go- 
ce verhing the World, is; that Governors are not 
* appointed for the Temporal Good of the Peo- 


ple, but to fulfil God's Will“. *Tis J think mi- 


ſtaking the End and Deſign of Chriſtianity, to ima- 


ine that God has obliged us to be miſerable here, 


in order to be happy hereafter. Or, that he has De- 
ſigns to carry on, and a Will to pleaſe diftin& from 
the Good of his Creatures; which is what this 


Gentleman ſeems to believe. | 


He that reads and conſiders the Chriſtian Religi- 
on as contained in the Scriptures, without any Hu- 


man Inventions or Additions, can't forbear falling 
.down before God, and. adoring him as the Common 


Father of Men, for bleſſing the World with a Syſtent 


of Religion ſo uſeful and beneficial to them. "Thete 
we find that nothing is recommended but ſuch a 
Faith in God, and the Practice of ſuch Virtues as 
naturally tend to 1 the Peace and Satisfacti- 


on 


— — . — 


— 
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on of a Man's own Mind, and the good of Com- 
munities. Godlineſs hath the Promiſe the Life that now 
is, and that which is to come, and the Meek ſhall inhe- 


rit the Earth, Neither are we ever obliged to ſuffer, 


but when to avoid it, we muſt renounce the Faith, 


or break thro' the Laws of Chriſt. Chriſtianity (be- 


ſides the Two poſitive Commands of Baptiſm and 
the Lord's-Supper) is nothing elſe but a Repetition 
and Enforcement of the Law of Nature; you are 
thereby commanded to follow whatever things are 
Honeſt, Juſt, Lovely, and of gocd Report, but 
what things are Juſt, Lovely, and of good Report, is 


neceſſarily left to the Judgment of Men. So that in 


Truth, the Chriſtian Religion is only an Obligati- 


on on Men to do whatever they count reaſonable, 


whatever they find has a natural Tendency to pro- 
mote their own Happineſs, and that of others, up- 


on the Hopes of Everlaſting Life, and the Fears 
of Everlaſting Death. Neither will this, I hope, 


diſpleaſe any Man when he conſiders, that the Rea- 
ſon of Mas is the Voice of God ; and that no Doctriſie 
can be from God that gontradicts it. 

The Priefts of the Church of Rome, have indeed, 
with this Author, told us Religion was made for 
God, by whom they meant Themſelves. They have 
perverted tlie very End of Chriſtianity, by making 
that Religion which was deſigned for the good of 
all Mankind, ſubſervierit to their own Intereſt, and 


the Claims of the Spiritual Tribe. But tho' this Gen- 


tleman happened to fall in with theſe Prieſts, his 
Honeſty ſeems too great to ſuffer him to intend 
the ſame thing. FCC 
Having thus obviated any Objections from Re- 
velation, I ſhall now .endeavour to ſhew, that 
God's governing the World is not Inconſiſtent with 
the Doctrine of Self. Defenae againſt any Power 
on Earth, In order to which J muſt enquire 58 
ro- 
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Providence is, or how (as far as is diſcernable by my 
Reaſon) God governs the World: Which muſt be 
one of theſe Two Ways, either in ſuch a Manner, 
as that he is the immediate Author of all Actions 
and Events; or in ſuch a Way as is conſiſtent with 
the Liberty of Reaſonable Beings, and the ſeveral 
Natures of thoſe Creatures he has made. This Di- 


ſtinction ſeems not to have been conſidered by 


Mr. Hoadly's Anſwerer, who to eſtabliſh the Divini- 
ty of Kings, has laid down fuch a Notion of Pro- 
vidence as deſtroys all Religion. and Morality at 
once. ; 8 

For, if the former of theſe Notions be aſſerted, 


That God is the immediate Cauſe, of all Actions 


and Events, which our Author ſays N other Words, 
then this Concluſion follows, which He, in theſe 
very Words, ſays is true; That nothing can happen in 
© the World, againſt or otherwiſe than by his Divine 
© Will What monſtrous Abſurdities attend this 
Poſition ! If this be true, that nothing can happen 
againſt God's Will, reſiſting or not reſiſting Prin- 
ces is all one; Faith and Infidelity, Virtue and 
Vice, Good and Evil, are all Accompliſhments of 
God's Will. If this be true, why (in the Words 
of that Rational Objector to St. Paul) Doth be yet 
find fault, for ho hath reſiſted his Will? How can re- 
fiſting the Supreme, be reſiſting God ? As this Au- 


thor ſays, when God cannot be reſiſted, nor his 


Will oppoſed, as the very ſame Man faid too; how 


conſiſtently, let him judge. But upon ſecond 
Thoughts I can't think twas the fame Man but 
that the Pamphlet was wrote at ſeveral times by 
ſeveral Hands. W | | 


*Tis now, I think, very plain, that the meaning 
of this Author is, That God is the Cæuſe of every 


thing that comes to paſs ; conſequently he has ſet 
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Paul ſaid to the Centurion and Soldiers, Except Tbeſe 
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up every Supreme Magiſtrate, and that to reſiſt 


him is to reſiſt God. 


This being his Opinion, I think twas incum- 
bent upon him, to make his Argument worth any 
thing, to prove that God requires ſuch a Faith in 
his Providence, as that we muſt depend wholly up- 
on it without the uſe of Rational Means; at leaſt 
he ought to have prov'd, that if God did not re- 
quire this of Individuals, (which is ſuch an Abſur- 
dity as to deſtroy the Free Agency of Man) yet 
that Communities ought thus to rely upon it; no- 
thing of which has been done by him. 2 

The Bible and the Practice. of all Nations ap- 
pears againſt him. 

The ſame ſacred Book that obliges Perſons to 
rely on God's Proyidence, obliges them as ſtrongly 
to make uſe of thoſe Means that conduce to their 
Happineſs, as tho' there was no Providence at all. 
St. Paul himſelf, (as you'll find in Acts 27th) tho 
an Angel of God ſtood by him, and. told him 
that God had given him all the Souls that ſail'd with 
him, yet thought they were not ſecure even with 
this miraclous Aſſurance, without uſing the Natu- 
ral Means to preſerve themſelves; for when the Sea- 
men were about to flee out of the Ship for ſafety, 
abide in the Ship Ye can't be ſaved. | 
But leaving Texts, I'll now purſue the Argu- 
ment a little further: If all things come to paſs ac- 
cording to God's Will, and he Directs and Orders 
all Events, and is the Cauſe of all Actions; then it 
follows unavoidably, that no Evil can attend any 
Action but what is the natural Conſequent of it. 
Suppoſing God to be Wiſe, Good and Juſt, in our 
Senle of thoſe, Words, (without which we ſuppoſe 
nothing) tis unconceivable, that he ſhould inflic 


apy poſitive Puniſhment for doing thoſe Actions 


which 


1 


3 


17 
which are agreeable to his Will, and which we 
could no ways avoid: There can be no ſuch thing 
as Puniſhment in another World for neceſſary Acti- 
ons in tbis; and conſequently he that reſiſts cannot 
receive Damnation. | | 

Beſides, by this Doctrine of Fate, God is made 
the Author of all Sin ; neither does what this Gen- 
tleman ſays to vindicate God in this Matter, ſignify 
any thing : He was aware of this Difficulty, and 
therefore makes a Definition of Sin, the very ſame 
which that Grave Trifler Hobbes was forc'd to, in de- 
fendipg this Doctrine of Neceſſity againſt Biſhop 


Brambal. And in Page 37 and 38, after Hobbes, he 


argues thus, God is the Cauſe of all Actions, but 


© he is not the Author of Sin, becauſe Sin is only 


a Conſent of the Will, to tranſgreſs a known Law. 
That this is the Senſe of his arguing in thoſe Pages 
J leave to every Reader to judge. Now can't any 


Man of common Senſe fee thro' the Fallacy of 


this. Sin is (here) made to conſiſt not in Action, 
but Conſent or Inclination. God is ſuppoſed 
not the Author of our Inclinations to break his 
Law, but the Cauſe of the Act it ſelf; Therefore 
he is not the Author of Sin. Excellent Reaſoners ! 
But pray, Sir, who told you, beſides Hobbes, that 
Sin conſiſted only in conſenting to break the Law? 
Is not the Act of Adultery and Murder or any other 
Crime, as truly Sin, as the bare Inclination, or Con- 
ſent of the Will (as you call it) to commit that 
Action? I thought till now, that the Law ſays, 
Thou ſhalt do no Murder, Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, 
&c. and not, Thou ſhalt not conſent to Murder 
or commit Adultery : And that conſequently Sin 
confiſted in doing thoſe Actions God had forbidden, 
and not doing thoſe he has commanded : From 
whence it follows, If God is the Cauſe of all Acti- 
ons, he is the Cauſe of Sin, becauſe Sin is a 
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Tranſgreſſion of the Law, and not a Conſent to 


o 


J can't forget a Text that this Gentleman (whoſe 


Integrity could not preſerve him from playing the 


Sophiſter ) brought to prove, that Sin conſiſts only 
in Conſent ; and that is, that He that looks on a Woman 
fo Iuſt after ber, has committed Adultery with her in his 
heart : But the utmoſt that this proves, is, That he 
that would lie with another Man's Wife if *twas in 
his power, had broke the Law ; but not that the 
Sin of Adultery conſiſted only in that. What an un- 
happy Reaſoner is our Author, never to have the good 
Fortune to be in the right ! 


Having thus ſhewn the abſurd and diſmal Conſe- 
quences of the Doctrine of Fate; ſuch Conſequences 
as perſuade me, that God don't fo govern the World 


as to be the Cauſe of all Actions; upon which Ar- 


gument alone ſtands our Author's tottering Fabrick : 
J can think but of one way more whereby God 
ſhould Govern the World; and that is in ſuch a 
manner as is conſiſtent with the ſeveral Natures of 
thoſe Creatures He has made; particularly, with the 
Liberty of Man ; who, if He's an accountable Crea- 
ture, muſt be free. / 


When I conſider (from a View of the Creation) 
that God has all poſſible Wiſdom, Goodneſs and 


Power ; how admirably the World is built for the 


Pleaſure of the Inhabitants !! how exactly ſuited all 
the Objects that ſurround us, are to thoſe Faculties 
He has given us! how fond we are of this Life, 
notwithſtanding the Diſcovery of Immortality, and 
the Promiſe of Everlaſting Bliſs! Tconclude,that this 
moſt Bountiful Author of all Beings, deſign'd us for 
no other End than to be happy, even in this life; 
and that He has given us Wiſdom to find out, and 
| | Ti Power 


World, by putting within our reach 


[ 19 ] 
Power to make uſe of all thoſe Means that conduce 
towards it. | | : 
When I conſider alſo that Men are generally hap- 
py or miſerable, according as they uſe theſe Powers 
God has given them, and not by a bare Dependance 
on His Providence ; I conclude, that the true State 
2 the Caſe about God's Governing the World, is 
ee | x Ord 
That He has provided for our Happineſs in this 
—— is ne- 
ceſſary and convenient for us. That having made us 
in his own Image, and given us Underſtanding, Li- 
berty, and Power, He has left the Affairs of the 
World in general to be manag'd and diſpos'd of by 
Men: That they who behave themſelves well, make 


à juſt Uſe of their Liberty, and employ thoſe Pow- 


ers God has given them, in carrying on the Defign 
of the Creation, by promoting their own! Happi- 
neſs, and that of others, fhall at the laſt Day rile to 
Everlaſting Life; but thoſe who act contrary. to 
the Laws of Reaſon, and thoſe Diſcoveries'God has 
made of Himſelf, ſhall riſe to Everlaſting Death. 

Thus has God provided for the Moral as well as 
Natural World, by good Laws and ſtrong Sancti- 
Ons. oy | 7 4 
' -: Befides this ſtated Proviſion, tis rèaſonable alſo to 


believe, that this Infinitely good Being has, and may, 


whenever He thinks fit, Interpoſe in behalf of Parti- 
cular Men, or Bodies of Men, at ſuchia.Jun&ure, when 
æhro the practice of. Vice and Immordlicy'theyiare 
brought into ſuch:a Calamitous State; that they can 
— y ſubſiſt without ſome Airacuians Turn of Af- 
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This Notion of Providence conſiſts very well 


with the Doctrine of Sel / Defe ence.) Prom which N- 
tion, and the Premiſes before laid domm and proyd, 
chat God allows and commands particular Perſons 
any AL | to 
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ed make uſe of all reaſonable Methods to preſerve 
themſelves againſt the Unjuſt Power of any Man; 
And from this Conſideration, That He is pleaſed 
we ſhould avert thoſe Evils that ſeem to come more 
immediately from Himſelf ; as, Plagues, Famines, 
and the like: I argue thus, That God alſo allows 
Societies of Men to Defend their Perſons and Pro- 
perties againſt the Attempts of Supreme Magiſtrates. 
I think the Argument concludes ſtronger in behalf 
of Communities, in as much as the Happineſs of 
- houſands is preferable to that of a ſingle Per- 
IM x | | 
Our Author no-where pretends to argue againſt 
this; but ſays, God has abſolutely commanded you 
not to reſiſt the Supreme; which Argument. from 
-x2th to the Romans, has been fully anſwer'd be- 


— ͤ 7.0 | 
e fays alſo, that God will provide for us, if we 
ſuffer our ſelves to be ruined: -. But when or where 
did God make that Promiſe ? *Tis faid indeed, Caſt 
all your Care upon God, and take na Thought for to morrow. 
But if we'll interpret theſe Texts like Men, the 
meaning can only be, After you have perform'd your 
Duty, be not anxious about the Event.; leave the 
Iſſue to your Heavenly Father, who will do Juſtice 
to all Men; and one time or other will make all 
thoſe things appear regular and beautiful, that now 
Seem diſordered and confuſt. 
: God indeed, in Mercy, may aſſiſt a voluntarily 
Tuin'd People; but if we take a View of the World, 
ĩt don't appear to be his Method: He that looks in- 
to the Arbitrary Governments in Europe, informs 
himſelf of the Preſent State of Fance, Denmark, and 
Sweden; reads the Abbot of Vertats Hiſtory of 
Sweden, the Biſhop of Briſtol's Account of it, and 
that moſt admirable Letter wrote to Sir J. B. ſhew- 
ing the deplorable and wretched Condition that the 
07 | | Doctrine 
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Doctrine of Abſolute, Uncontrollable Power in 


Princes has brought that Kingdom to, will find 


that God do's not always think fit to do what this 
Author aſſures us He will; that is, help thoſe that 
won't help tliemſelves. nb 

When any Man has given himſelf tine to conſi- 
der the paſt and preſent State of Abſolute Monar- 


chies, let him then judge how deſirable ſuch a Theo- 


eracy.as this Author dreanis of, would be. Whe- 
ther the being ſubjected to Abſolute Will and Plea- 
ure, is to be preferred to a Rational Uſe of our Li- 
rty? Whether being Maſters. of Eftates and 
Wealth, and conſequently of moſt of the Comforts . 
of Life, are of little Worth, in conipariſon of Op- 
preſſion and Miſery ? Whether profound Igno- 
rance, even to Stupidity, ſo far as for the Prieſts to 
drink God Almighty's Health, be not to be preferred 
to a Ritional Worſhipping the Deity, and the Im- 
provements of our Minds by Scietice * No doubt 
of it, becauſe there, a Biſhop or Presbyter may ad- 
rance any Notion; tho? never ſo abſurd, without 
ſegr of having the trouble to defend it : For the 
Laity have nothing to do, but to believe as the 
Church believes. Theſe are the Natural Effects of 
the Loſs of Liberty; and yet our Author ſays tis 


Impiety; and ſhews the height of Infidelity in 


Mr. Hoadly; to aſſert tis Lawful in ſome Caſes to 
reſiſt Princes: For if we did but Truſt in the Pro- 
vidence of God; theſe may not be the fatal Conſe- 
quences. But why ſo ſtrong a Faith ſo ill ground-- 


ed? Do not Facts give Sanction to Mr. Heoadlj's. 


Reaſoning ? Hath God interpoſed in behalf of 
theſe Communities, more than in the Caſe of In- 
dividuals? Faith in God's Providence is; no doubt, 
highly commendable, and ſo is Zeal in his Service; 
Tor both may become ugresſonable : And Faitli, 
chout Rational Groutids of Afﬀent; is only raftt 
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Num be come; but then, Sir, we ſhould ſtand in 
: ; a L 1 * 9 . 5 


Credulity, which ſeems to be the Faith this Gentle- 


recommends. 


' Having thus performed what I promiſed, and 
conſidered the Force of this Author's Arguments 
„ — 84 » 4 & 

it ſeems reaſonable to me to conclude , That 


Mr. Hoadly's Doctrine concerning: the Lawfulneſs 


of Self-defence, ſtands unmoved, notwithſtandi 


what has been ſaid againſt it, either from the 13 


to the Romans, or the Providence of God. 


But before I have done with this Letter, I beg 
leave to make a few Remarks upon ſome of the 
Abſurd Sentences contained in it. 
In Page 23d, the Author ſpeaks thro' a newly 
converted Heathen, who Gil cerned the Truth as 
the half-cured Blind Man in the Goſpel ſaw Men, 
as Trees, walking: For. He ſays, Neither the 
Prince nor Subject has any Right but what 
* God gave them. By the ſame way of Reaſon- 
ing, I may ſay, A Man has no Right te his Eſtate, 
to any Office, Employment or Trade, or to any 
thing he poſſeſſes, but what God gave him. But as 
mo this egregious Trifting ? For God cannot be 
aid to be the Author of 51 thing, of to give a 
Man a Right to any thing, but in the ſame Senſe 
that Men give Right to one another; that is, when 
He interpoſes by his Power to do that, which othter- 
wiſe would not have been effected: But when He 


do's ſo Interpoſe, we can never be ſure, it hon 4 


Miracle. | | | 
In Page 26. He ſays, © If all Chriſtians would 
+ Practice the Duties of Chriſtianity, then Theo- 
r racy would be reftored, and none of thoſe Evils 
would come upon us, as is imagin'd, by ſubmit- 


© ting to the Will of the moſt Arbitrary Prince. 


Ay, then indeed would the long-look'd-for Mille- - 


- 42 
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no 
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no need of Governors nor Laws. The Office of 
Prieſt and King would then be uſeleſs, for we 
ſhould be all Kings and Prieſts to God: Then would 


the New Feruſalem. be come down from Heaven ; 


and Light, and Life, and Love, would fo. fully 
poſleſs every Soul, that in all Faces would appear 


the warmeſt Peſires to Bleſs and Pleaſe, to Unite 
and be Happy. The Proſpect of this Elizium, this 
New Heayen and New Earth, fills me with ſo much 
Joy, that I feel my ſelf beyond Deſcription, and 
unable to tell you a ny more of the Properties of 
this Imaginary Paradiſe. But methinks I long to 
be there ; and can't forbear crying out with the 
8 Old Man in Cicero, O Præclarum diem, &c. 

b Day, when I ſhall be deliver'd from this 
Wiler e World, and, in the Scripture - ſtile; 
* with the $ pirits of theſe Tuſt Men made Per- 
eck. 


* 15 In Page 34, He finds fault with Mr. Huadly for 


ying the Q-, encouraged by Her Erample the 
Glorious Deſign of the Revolution; and asks what 
Example did She give? And then tells Mr. dh, 
He believes Her M- y has been guided by 
£8 a more eue Ray of God's Grace, than 

to countenance fuch a pr ophane Doctrine las Re- 
ſiſtance at the Revolution. 

The Example Her M—y gave in that 'Cbp- 
juncture, was Her! going to Oxford with the Biſhop 

"London, to meet the Faint of Orange; and tis 

notorious to all the World, that by all Her future 
Actions, She did encourage chat Glorious Deſign: 
So that tis plain, not wit ganding the enlightning 
Ray of God's Grace, 5 Wel this Gentlettian attri 
butes to the Queeh, it did not hinder Her M-— 


from Reſiſting; the. Power, which then ated: ille- 


ally : For Hs Departing from the Court, of King 
anner, and Joyning the Prince of Orange, was as 
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truly Reſiſtance as Inviting the Prince over, or 
acually Fighting in his Cauſe. "TIO 91 | 
In Page 39, The Author ſhews himſelf a mighty 
Champion againſt the Manichees ; and rather t 
aſſign the true Cauſe of the Origin of Evil, which 
would deftroy his own Scheme, gives none at all 
For after half a Page of Railing Accuſation againſt | 
the Devil (what Michael the Archangel did not 
think fit to do,) He tells us very grayely, that Evil 
came from the Devil; but a Manichee would ask 
how the Devil, who was produced immediately b 
God, came to have Evil Inclingtions ; which | 
leave him to Anſwer when he thinks fit. © 
In Page 47, and 48, He labours to prove, that by 
Higher Powers, St. Paul meant the Emperor of Rome; 
and asks, © Whether the Spirit of God did not 
ce know who was then Emperor; and who would 
ce be his Succeſſors? Yes ; but the Spirit of God 
did not tell every thing He knew to the Perſons He 
inſpired ; for if ſo, they would have known all 
things. But what ſignifies it? Whether St. Paul 
knew it, or no; or whether he preſs'd Obedience to 


Nero or Caligula: Mr. Hoadly never ſaid that Perſos 


nal Vices incapacitated a Prince for Government, 


or was a juft Plea for Reſiſtance, nor yet the recei- 


— 
- 


ying of Private Injuries, 
Nero and Caligula might be Monſters of Wicked- 
edneſs, and might ſometimes make ſport with th 
Lives and Properties of ſomę of their dieß and 
yet, in the general, Juſtice might be ſo well admi- 
niſtred, and the Perſons and Properties of the Sub- 


| ſo well ſecured, as would have made it unrea- 


onable in the Community to have overturned the 
Government; or in St. Paul, to have bid the Chri- 


ſtian Subjects reſiſt them in the Execution of their 


Office. How cloſe do ſome Men ſhut their Eyes 
2painſt the Light! And having Eyes, ſee not, and 
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| Fars hear not? Has not Mr. Hoadly told you ſeve- 


ral times over, that nothing can make Reſiſtance 
reaſonable, but an apparent Attempt to ruin the 
Publick? The purſuing ſuch Meafures as every 
Man feels will end in Univerſal Deſtruction. 
In Page 39, he ſays, the Power that Nero and 
Caligula exerciſed over all their Subjects was Fuſt 
Power. Firſt prove that God commiſſioned them to 
exerciſe that Barbarity and Cruelty they were guil- 
of to ſome of their Subjects, and I'll grant it: 
1 may with as good a Grace ſay, that 
a Rogue is an Honeſt Man, that Vice is Virtue, 
that Light is Darkneſs, or that 2 and 2 are Seven. 
In Page 51. He asks, Do the Laws of the Land 
diſallow all Reſiſtance againſt the leaſt Bailiff or 
Catchpole in the Land, and can they allow it a- 
inſt the Perſon or Power of the Queen? What's 
this to the Purpoſe? Did Mr. Hoadiy, or any Man 
of tolerable Senſe ever ſay, that the Laws of the 
Realm allowed Subjects to reſiſt their Prince; K. 
Charles I. indeed ſays, that the Law is the Meaſure 
of the Princes Prerogative ; and the Archb. of 
Y— ſays, the Laws are the Meaſure of the People's 
Submiſſion ; and I ſay, from them both, that I 
can't be obliged by Law to obey thoſe Commands 
that are contrary to the Law. But Mr. Hoadlgs Ar- 
gument has nothing to do with the Laws of the | 
Land, but turns upon the Reaſonableneſs of Self- 
Defence antecedent to, and abſtract from all Con- 
ſiderations of Laws; and proves the Reaſonableneſs 
of Defending ones Perſon and Property which the 
Laus are deſign d to ſecure, againſt the Violaters of 
either of them. * nn 1 35 4% | 14 © 10114 
In Page 53 He ſays, that every Man's beſt Ti- 
tle to what he has, is the Power of her Majeſty 
pver us; for take the Queen's Power away, and 
the Laws are zo more than @ Dead Letter. Which a- 
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mounts to no more than this; Laws are no Secu- 
rity to us, unlefs they are put in Execution. A rare 


Diſcovery! r, SIN 
In Page 58.' He ſays, he muſt ever believe *twas 
the Hand of God, and not the Afm of Fleſh, that 
brought about the Revolution. Pray, Sir, give me 
a Reaſon for your Faith, and Pl believe too. 
In Page 33. He tells us the Prince of Orange had 
a Reverſionary Claim in Right of the Princeſs his 
Conſort, to the Scepter of theſe Kingdoms. 
* The Gentlemen of the Middle-Temple humbly de- 


Page the 55th furniſhes us with 2 very profound 
Queſtion, thus gravely put; Is it for the good of the 


Community to have-a Government! and can it be 
for their Good to reſiſt him too? Such a Difficulty | 
as this muſt ſurely have given me a great deal f 


Trouble to remove it, had not the following Pro- 


vorbial Saying came to my Relief, wiz. Fire and 
Mater are good Servants, but bad Maſters. I imme. 
diately thought, that though it contain'd fewer 


Words than the Queſtion, yet that it amounted to 


a compleat Anſwer ;and as ſuch, I think, I may ſafe- 


on of their being Enigmatiſts. Uh 
- "The Poſtſcript betrays a Spirit of Fear, beneath 
the Character of the Author. „ Ann 


ly leave it with my Readers, without the Suppoſiti- 


He ſays, n tell him, In a limi- 
ted Monarchy, as this is, t 
power in the Queen, is to ſet u 


allow an irrefiſtible 


p Prerogative above 


1 — 


Jaw; and deſtroy our Conſtitution. | 
some may tell you ſo indeed, and I am one of 
thoſe; for he that aſſerts an abſolure uncontroula- 
ple Power in Princes does by Natural Conſequence 
Jet up Prerogative above Law. For ſuppoſe the Su- 
preme claims (as King James lately did) a diſpen- 


ling Power, and procures a Pack of Mercenary 


Judges to declare that he had a Right to do it; = 
| . 
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poſe he nulls all the Laws, and governs by his own 


ill and Pleaſure, what Remedy have we but 


Prayers and Tears? 


7 


We can't reſiſt then, in the Senſe in which you 


hold we may, that is, if we are wrong'd, have re- 


courſe to the Law]; there being no Law to fly to. 
This I think is to deſtroy our Conſtitution. But 
you declare you mean no ſuch thing. You know 
your own meaning beſt : But ſince the Power of 


_ diſcerning Spirits is ceaſed, we can know your 


Mind only by thoſe Signs you are pleaſed to give 
us. You ſay your Deſign is only to vindicate the 


Prerogative as tis by Law, and the Laws as Prero- 


gative has made them. | | | 
If byPrerogative youmean the Power of the King 
excluſive of the States in Parliament, every Body 


knows that ſuch a Prerogative can make no Laws. 


I'm now quite tired with remarking on this Let- 


ter, therefore ſhall conclude all, with declaring, That 
the Author of it with all his Faults andImperfe&ions 
on his Head, is a Gentleman and an Orthodox 
Chriſtian. His Birth and Eſtate give him a Title to 
the former, and his being of the Opinion in Faſhion 
to the latter; and that if, upon reading this Anſwer, 
he thinks there's Argument enough to move him to 
honour it with a Reply, it ſhall be treated with all 
that Reſpe& and Defference, which is due to the 
it, and the Hand it comes from. 3 
So great is my Eſteem for Religion and Loyalty, _ 
which are what this Gentleman ſo earneſtly con- 
tends for, that I think when they are eſtabliſhed on 
their Natural Foundations, they are the moſt valuable 


things in the World, and that without the Practice 
of em, Imagination could not reach the Miſery of 


Human Life: But as theſe are of the higheſt Impor- 
tance and greateſt Uſe to Mankind, evher rightly un- 
|  derſtood 
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Cenſure he has paſt on one of the beft Dafens 


ver appear d in the World. 
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| #ened to that Degree, chat his Veneration for 


nor his Zeal for Religi n, char he was 
. 5 5 e would de fo Fat 3 


are Primitive Epiſcopacy and Engliſh:Liberty, that s- 
To ſet him right in this Matter; and ive hin V 


8 behold the Conformity of the Author's to the Di | 
. 4 vine Precept: of his Mafter : Then ſhould Wide tene hs 


ould make way for the Return of ſuch Cool 


niſter of the Goſpel ; but that he would for ever ſit bet? 
ter, eben iti bi Gentleman's Eſteem; then Tſhould | 
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2 ene in this Gentleman's Letter, and that 


of ir he has made 54 
the Biſhop of Ear. 
the Reverend the Dean of ,Corliflc : That 


ce would no more 1 2g forget he was 1 ” 
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